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-Dr. David L. Beckley, ‘67, President     -Dr. Ishmell H. Edwards, ‘71, Vice President        -Mr. Ray V. Autry, PR Director 

Announcing! 

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY… 

Emergency notifications for students, faculty and staff 

will be handled by mass email, Channel 19, WURC 88.1 

FM, RC-TV 2, and campus loud speakers. If you would 

like to receive emergency notifications by text message, 

please submit your cell phone number to Mrs. Carolyn 

Hymon, Dean of Students. The numbers will be used for 

emergencies ONLY and will not be distributed. 

 

Emergency Numbers:  

Security office:              662-252-8090 

Security guard on duty: 662-216-3429 

- Ms. Adrienne Phillips, Public Information & Publications Specialist 

Lights… Camera… YEARBOOK! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rust College yearbook staff will be taking photos of campus organizations and sports 

teams for the newest edition of the “Rust College Bearcat”. 

 

When: February 4 & February 11 

Where: Doxey Auditorium 

Time: 9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. (both days) 

 
Those who are interested in working on the yearbook are asked to  

please visit OakView Mansion and see Mr. Autry or Ms. Phillips.  

For more information, call extension 4917 or 4918. 

Scholarship/Internship Information 
Local, National and Minority Scholarships Available 

 

“Dreams for Teens” is an organization that provides an 

outlet to several national and local internships and schol-

arships. For more information about Dreams for Teens, 

and for a list of internships/scholarships available, visit: 

www.dreamsforteens.net 

 

Rust College Collects UNCF Scholarship Funds 
 

Mr. Clarence Smith, president of the Tupelo/Lee County UNCF Committee, pre-

sented a check for $7,500 to Drs. David Beckley and Ishmell Edwards, Wednesday, 

February 3. Rust College will be the host of the annual Holly Springs/Marshall 

County UNCF Banquet on Wednesday, February 17. The banquet will be held in 

Shaw Cafeteria, beginning at 7:00 p.m. 

 

“A Mind is a Terrible Thing to Waste” 
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Rust to Participate in “Budgetball”;  

A Sport of Economic Responsibility 
 

Rust College has been selected as one of 10 HBCU participants in Budgetball.  
Budgetball is an active sport of quick passes, tough defense and bold comebacks 
designed to increase awareness of the national debt and reward strategic thinking 

and collaborative problem-solving around the issues of fiscal responsibility. 
 
Sharron Goodman-Hill, Director of the Rust College Honors Program, was asked 
by Dr. Shelia Flemming-Hunter to apply for the grant sponsored by the National 

Association for Equal Opportunity in Higher Education (NAFEO). 
 
Pasquail Cook, a sophomore Mass Communications major, is the Budgetball 
Scholar with Goodman-Hill serving as the faculty advisor.  Cook is responsible 

for coordinating Budgetball activities at Rust. 
 
These activities will take place throughout the semester with the Budgetball Tournament tentatively scheduled 

for April. 
 
Teams are being formed now.  Organizations are asked to contact Pasquail Cook for more information. 
 
Goodman-Hill says, “We are extremely excited to have been chosen to participate in Budgetball and look for-

ward to working with the program." 

Pasquail Cook, Rust College 

Budgetball Coordinator 

 February 5 is “National Wear Red Day” 
 

The American Heart Association is urging everyone to stand up and speak out against 

heart disease in women by wearing RED on Friday, February 5. 

 

Heart disease is the #1 killer of women in the United States. Cardiovascular disease 

(CVD) includes diseases of the heart and blood vessels. Most heart and blood vessel 

problems develop over time and occur when your arteries develop atherosclerosis, a 

process that begins in childhood and involves a gradual buildup of plaque inside your 

arteries.  

 

“Go Red for Women” celebrates the energy, passion, and power women have to wipe out heart disease and stroke.  The 

campaign is a movement dedicated to helping women fight back against heart disease, by putting together passion with 

positive action. The Go Red campaign is in place to educate women about their risks and help them find their own per-

sonal path to better health for life. 

 

For more information about the Go Red For Women campaign, and to learn the signs and 

symptoms and treatment for heart disease, visit www.goredforwomen.org. 
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One-Man Show Tells Story of Emmett Till 
 

The Rust College Lyceum Series, along with Going Barefoot, Inc., presented “Dar He: The Story of Emmett Till” on Tuesday, 

February 2. The star of the one-man show, Mr. Mike Wiley of Mike Wiley Productions told the story of the 14 

year-old boy who was murdered during the summer of 1955, while visiting 

relatives in the Mississippi Delta. Till, who was from Chicago, was killed 

after he whistled at a white woman.  

 

Wiley’s performance told the story from the prospectives of Till’s mother, 

Mamie, his cousins, his accused killers, and even Till himself. Wiley also 

played the part of William Bradford Huie, a reporter for Look Magazine, 

who interviewed Till’s accused killers, J.W. Milam and Roy Bryant, in 

1956. Wiley told the audience later, by providing so many versions of the 

story, it allows the audience to draw its own conclusions of the truth. He 

said he chose the Emmett Till story because it was the first civil rights issue to hit national 

media, after Mamie Till chose to have an open casket funeral to show the country what had 

happened to her son. It was the first time the rest of America was able to see what was happen-

ing to black people in Mississippi.  

 

Wiley is a graduate of University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill. He is an instructor at UNC-

Chapel Hill and Duke University. According to GoingBarefoot.com, Mr, Wiley, Formerly of 

Theatre IV and Shenandoah Shakespeare Express, has more than ten years in theatre for 

young audiences, plus film, television and regional theatre. Wiley has also entertained audi-

ence with productions chronicling the stories of Rosa Parks and the Montgomery bus boy-

cotts, the Tuskegee airmen, baseball legend Jackie Robinson, and the decision of Brown vs. Board of Education.  

 

The next Lyceum Series event “Who Will Sing for Lena?”, presents a dramatization of the life of the only woman to be executed 

by the State of Georgia. Lena Baker, a black woman, was sentenced to the electric chair in the 1940s after she shot and killed her 

employer, a white man. Ms. Baker claimed her employer threatened to kill her in an old mill where he had been holding her cap-

tive. The play will feature Ms. Vanessa Adams, and was written by playwright Janice Lee Liddell, a professor at Clark Atlanta 

University. The production will be held in the Doxey Fine Arts Center at 7:00 p.m. Admission is free. 

AKAs Host Assembly During Founding Week 
 

The ladies of the Theta Upsilon chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Soror-

ity, Inc. celebrated their founders’ week with a host of activities.  Ms. 

Ashley Holbert was crowned “Miss Pink & Green” during a pageant 

held by the sorority, and the ladies hosted the weekly AEP assembly 

on Thursday, January 28. Serving as guest speaker was Mrs. Audrey 

Miller Okhiria , fellow soror and daughter of Mrs. Emma Miller, Di-

rector of Church and Parent Relations.  Mrs. Okhiria, a graduate of 

Clark Atlanta University and the University of Mississippi, spoke to 

her audience about “new beginnings”. She told students her five keys 

to success, including always being humble and finding the silver lining 

to every situation. She told students that soon they will have a new 

beginning and should be ready to take on new experiences after 

graduation. 
 

“As you prepare for your new beginning, don’t forget your experiences 

at Rust College,” she said. 
 

The next assembly will be held Thursday, February 4—hosted by the ladies of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. 

The Theta Upsilon Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 

Inc., with advisor Mrs. Christine Ratcliff (far left) and guest 

speaker, Mrs. Audrey Miller Okhiria (center). 

(Photo by Mr. Alva Beck) 

Wiley stands in front of a photo of 

Emmett Louis Till. Till was killed 

in August 1955 by a group of 

white men, after he whistled at a 

white woman. 

Mr. Mike Wiley 
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Did You Know? 
Washing your hands is an essential way to stay healthy 

Written by Mari S. Gold for “American Profile” 

It takes less than a minute and it’s easily the best way to avoid the common cold, flu, and nasty 

stomach viruses. Yet, surveys show many people still don’t wash their hands as often as they 

should. 

 

While 91 percent of American adults say they always wash after using a public restroom, only 

83 percent actually do so, according to a 2005 survey by the American Society for Microbiology. 

 

The findings are troubling to health-care officials, who say keeping your hands clean is the sin-

gle most important way to keep from getting sick and spreading illness. 

 

“Hand washing greatly reduces the chance of getting a cold or flu,” says Dr. Georges Benjamin, 

executive director of the American Public Health Association in Washington, D.C. “For most of 

us, these illnesses are unpleasant. However, for anyone with a compromised immune system or 

undergoing chemotherapy, the very young or the elderly, these diseases pose a serious health 

threat.” 

 

Throughout the day, hands collect viruses and bacteria from touching people, contaminated surfaces, foods and animals. Most 

germs are harmless, but others can cause colds, influenza, food-related illnesses from E. coli and salmonella. And even Hepatitis 

A and meningitis. 

 

Once you touch a germ-laden person or object, you can infect yourself by touching your eyes, nose or mouth. You then can in-

fect others by touching them or surfaces they also touch such as doorknobs, faucets or money. 

 

Effective hand washing is easy and requires only soap and running water. When these aren’t available. Alcohol-based sanitizers 

and wipes are good alternatives. Health officials say antibacterial soap is no better than regular soap at killing germs.  

 

To wash effectively, wet your hands and lather up with soap, rubbing for at least 15 seconds. When scrubbing, include the 
wrists, backs of hands and between the fingers. Rinse well and dry 

with a clean or disposable towel. 

Among the times you should wash your hands are: 

• After using the bathroom or changing a diaper 

• Before eating or preparing food 

• After blowing your nose, sneezing or coughing 

• Before and after treating a cut or wound. 

• Before and after tending to a sick person 

• After handling garbage 

• After touching pets or other animals or cleaning a cat litter box 

• After handling money 

H1N1 Virus Still Critical 
 

Nurse Jacqueline Jones of Rust College warns that just 

because the H1N1 virus is not the leading story in the 

media anymore, it is still running rampant across the U.S.   

 

Nurse Jones says the H1N1 crisis is not expected to end 

until after April. She is encouraging everyone to get vac-

cinated against the virus and to get their seasonal flu shot 

as well. 

 

The Centers for Disease Control estimated that between 

63,000 and 153,000 H1N1-related hospitalizations oc-

curred between April and October 2009. The CDC also 

estimated between 2,500 and 6,000 H1N1 deaths oc-

curred between April and October 2009. 

 
(Source: Centers for Disease Control) 


