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Rust College Announces Impending Retirement of Vice President 

for College Relations and Athletic Director, Dr. Ishmell Edwards 

after a Distinguished 50-Year Career 
 
Holly Springs, MS – Rust College announces the retirement of Dr. Ishmell Edwards, Vice 

President for College Relations and Director of Athletics, as of June 1, 2021. Edwards’ retirement 

marks a stellar higher education career spanning five (5) decades, including leadership in a variety 

of positions which include Director of Athletics, Director of Student Activities, Associate Dean of 

Students, Dean of Student Affairs, and Director of Development. 

 

Serving as Vice President for the College from 1994 until 2011 and Vice President for College 

Relations since 2012, Edwards has provided leadership and oversight for several key areas of 

operation for Rust College including Institutional Advancement, Fundraising, Grants and 

Contracts, Alumni Affairs, Public Relations, Institutional Research and the Intercollegiate Athletic 

Programs.  He has played an integral role in formulating and administering college policies and 

developing long-range goals and objectives. Prior to his role as Vice President for College 

Relations, Edwards served as Director of Development and College Vice President where he 

cultivated relationships throughout Mississippi and the United States.  He assisted in raising over 

$30 million for Rust College which continues to have an impact on the students we serve. 

 

“Rust College has been fortunate to have the leadership and commitment of Dr. Edwards for five 

decades.  His commitment has impacted the lives of thousands of students, faculty and staff and 
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he has served as a pillar of this institution in helping to advance the mission of Rust College.  While 

he will be greatly missed, we celebrate his contributions and many accomplishments during his 

time of service. Dr. Edwards is forever a Bearcat in our hearts,” said Dr. Ivy R. Taylor, President. 

 

Rust College is making plans to formally celebrate Edwards’ retirement as the June 1, 2021 date 

approaches in appreciation of Edwards’ long-standing commitment to the college, students, and 

the community. 

 

A native Mississippian, Dr. Edwards first arrived at Rust College in 1967 as a freshman student.  

He graduated from Rust in 1971 with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Social Science and immediately 

began working for Rust College as Assistant Director of the Physical Plant.  Dr. Edwards also 

holds a Master’s and a Doctorate degree (Higher Education Leadership) from the University of 

Mississippi where he wrote his dissertation on “The History of Rust College: 1866 – 1967.” 

 

Dr. Edwards’ career highlights include: 

 

 First African American to serve as President of Holly Springs Rotary Club 

 Coordinated and supervised activities in the areas of development, institutional 

advancement, institutional research and planning, community development, alumni affairs, 

church and parent relations, institutional gifts, grants and contracts, public relations, and 

intercollegiate athletics 

 Cultivated alumni donors and increased alumni giving 

 Coordinated the cooperative relationship with Stillman College to include professional 

development training for senior and middle level administrators and sharing of personnel 

resources 

 Decentralized fund development and fundraising functions and reorganized the unit to 

include alumni affairs, individual alumni giving and public relations 

 Increased the College’s Annual Fund giving by 20 percent 

 Coordinated the construction of the Rust College Magic Johnson Sports Arena 

 Coordinated non-academic functions related to student activities including financial aid, 

admissions, recruitment, intramural athletics, intercollegiate athletics, residential life, 

cultural and social life, Upward Bound, special services, student health, institutional 

counseling, religious life, and testing 

 Enrollment increased to over 1,100 students under his leadership 

 

As the Director of Athletics: 

 

 Coordinated the overall athletics program including compliance with NCAA regulations;  

preparing, managing and controlling budgets, fundraising, public relations and ticket sales; 

scheduling, developing and reviewing contracts; managing and coordinating athletic 

facilities; providing oversight to home athletic events and redirecting community service 

projects 

 Chaired the NCAA Division III, Women’s Basketball Committee, South Region 

 Served on the NCAA Division III, National Women’s Basketball Committee 

 Women won the 1984 NCAA Division III Championship for Basketball 

 Women played in the NCAA regional and quarter finals in 1985 



 Women played in the NCAA Division III, Final 4 in 1986 

 Men participated in the NCAA Division III regional tournament in 1997 

 Men won the National Little College Championship in 1977 

 Directed the NCAA National Youth Sports Program (NYSP) for more than 30 years 

 Served on the NCAA Minority Opportunities and Interest Committee (MOIC) 

 

“I have been blessed to work at Rust College my entire professional career and for that I am 

eternally grateful.  I have seen the institution grow and improve tremendously over the years 

and I am happy to have been a part of that growth.  My greatest joy has been working with 

young men and women who come from limited educational backgrounds to become 

outstanding productive citizens and successful leaders in their community, in business, law, 

medicine, education, religion, technology, social work and the list goes on.  The future of Rust 

is bright under the capable leadership of Dr. Ivy R. Taylor.  I wish Dr. Taylor and the Rust 

College administration, faculty, staff, students, and alumni continued success as the College 

transitions into the 21st Century and beyond,” said Edwards. 

 

 


