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Rust College President Among 13 Higher Education Leaders Honored for 
Advancing Diversity, Equity and Inclusion by The Association of  

American Colleges and Universities (AAC&U) and Cengage 



 

 
The AAC&U-Cengage Inclusion Scholarship Recognizes College & University 

Presidents for Outstanding Leadership to Advance Liberal Education 
  
 
The Association of American Colleges and Universities (AAC&U) and the education technology company 
Cengage have announced thirteen recipients of the AAC&U-Cengage Inclusion Scholarship. The scholarship 
recognizes college and university presidents whose outstanding leadership to advance liberal education has 
resulted in reduced equity gaps, improved inclusion and belonging for minoritized students, and reformed 
hiring practices to promote greater diversity. 
  
The AAC&U-Cengage Inclusion Scholarship recognizes higher education leaders who support and advance 

quality, equity, and student success in undergraduate education. This includes improving degree completion 

or transfer for students from underrepresented groups; closing equity gaps in student success; improving di-

versity in hiring practices and creating more equitable hiring policies; and increasing the sense of belonging, 

well-being, and inclusion among students from historically underserved populations (e.g., racial and ethnic 

minorities, religious minorities, and LGBTQIA students). 

Click here for more information about the scholarship winners.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rust College President, Dr. Ivy R. Taylor, talks to Women 
in Higher Education Magazine about "The Opportunity 
for Service".... 
 
Click here to read the article:  

https://www.dropbox.com/s/nnsxc651vgqzgck/Article  
 
 

"Our Mississippi" Magazine, Winter 2020 Edition, fea-
tures Rust College's First Female President, Dr. Ivy R. 
Taylor….. 
 
To read the article click here: 

 https://www.dropbox.com/s/9gxdyp3tuzbdk62/OUR  

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fportal.criticalimpact.com%2Fgo%2F1%2F49009dbe620e55a2e68eb99aa640ecc6%2F25043%2F2bb6bc82dbe7f853%2F1df2550f0c1913f1a6473c7b9fa19141%2F25043&data=04%7C01%7Cpresoffice12%40rustcollege.edu%7C1e493c
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fportal.criticalimpact.com%2Fgo%2F1%2F49009dbe620e55a2e68eb99aa640ecc6%2F25043%2F2bb6bc82dbe7f853%2F51e31a404a72302ea6473c7b9fa19141%2F25043&data=04%7C01%7Cpresoffice12%40rustcollege.edu%7C1e493c
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dropbox.com%2Fs%2Fnnsxc651vgqzgck%2FArticle%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2dTLCRk68gbMo_gfTeIp-uOpLhYz1OmscmvoOAIrzLCm9XhMc7zd74dUs&h=AT3clDPK9dZynJ_ODEMQHROyOaC-uMUyYyujEKTa_Rt4yywZebb28oQd_u0DeM_gSZ76JGex8OonnSm9xFIfJvWg8cG
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dropbox.com%2Fs%2F9gxdyp3tuzbdk62%2FOUR%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3W1rXCpbPwXRN3KsFgMZWqbl8BQcQfX3M0oPkk_0N1y5KQd7RzaIp16nA&h=AT2rSRD4524FBob9725BLxd_BTvJYGgrFPzOikr-Imvh6FUcGT4LZLU8fj2xvr1PtmlOxiUpwbeSSg9WvJaQhoOXbwVBf46


 

The Rust College Bearcat Family came out in numbers to hear President Ivy R. Taylor, Keynote Speaker 
for this year’s Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Celebration.  Hosted by CARE NOW, the outdoor event began 
at 12:00 p.m. on Monday, January 18, 2021 on the Holly Springs Courthouse square.  

Rust College President Ivy R. Taylor to be the Keynote 
Speaker at MLK Jr. Day Celebration Event 



 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Having built a distinguished career in higher education upon retiring from the United States Air Force as a 

Lieutenant Colonel, Dr. Daarel E. Bur-
nette now serves as Interim Vice-
President for Finance and Administra-
tion/Chief Financial Officer at Rust 
College. 
 
The Division of Finance and Admin-
istration is a team of professionals 
committed to the delivery of innova-
tive, effective, and efficient customer 
services to campus constituents while 
maintaining the institution’s fiscal in-
tegrity with all stakeholders. The divi-
sion is responsible for the College’s 
accounting, budget planning, financial 
reporting, payroll, compliance, bank-

ing, treasury, contracts, grants, property procurement and warehousing management functions. 
 
The division supports the mission and overall excellence of Rust College by understanding and serving the 
needs of academia, student services, support staff and alumni associations.  The divisional goals are accom-
plished through five primary funding sources (general fund, auxiliary, grants, federal relief and endowments) 
totaling over $20 million.  In his brief tenure as Vice President at Rust College, Dr. Burnette is already estab-
lishing an accomplished portfolio advancing the institution’s mission, specifically by (1) advancing daily busi-
ness processes, (2) leveraging resources for campus priorities, (3) leading new enrollment growth strategies 
and (4) remedying budget constraints. 
 
Dr. Burnette holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Administration and Finance from Morehouse 
College, a Masters in Business Administration from Georgia State and University College, and a Doctorate 
Degree from Jackson State University’s Executive Ph.D. Program 
in Urban Higher Education. 
 

He is also an American Association of State Colleges and Universi-
ties Millennium Leadership Protégé and a Hampton University Ex-
ecutive Leadership Summit graduate. 
 
Dr. Burnette is a native of Fort Walton Beach, Florida and is mar-
ried to Dr. Colette Pierce Burnette, from Cleveland, Ohio. 

About Rust College Interim Vice-President for Finance and  
Administration/Chief Financial Officer 

 

Dr. Daarel E. Burnette 

To the right:  Dr. Burnette hit the ground running, sharing his vision for the 
Fiscal Affairs Department with the members of the Rust College Association of 
Educational Office Professionals (RCAEOP) during their  monthly meeting, 
January 21, 2021. 



 

 

Mr. Jarvis Stephen will 

join the Athletic Depart-

ment as Director of Athlet-

ics.  Mr. Stephen returns to 

Rust College, having grad-

uated in 2001, after receiv-

ing the “Kenzell Lawson” 

Hustle Award his senior 

season.  Prior to returning 

to Rust, Jarvis gained ex-

tensive experience in ath-

letics having worked both 

as Athletic Director and 

Head Coach with Shelby 

County Schools.  During 

his time with SCS, he built 

several championship win-

ning programs that helped 

to increase enrollment and 

drive student athlete suc-

cess.  Mr. Stephen is a 

member of Omega Psi Phi 

Fraternity, Incorporated.  

Mr. Marcus “Doc” Holliday 

will serve as Director of 

Broadcast Operations.  Mr. 

Holliday comes to Rust Col-

lege with more than 20 years’ 

experience in TV and Radio 

Broadcast News.  He most 

recently served as Sports Di-

rector at WANT-TV ABC 24 

in Memphis, Tennessee.  

Marcus is a Fairley High 

School graduate and holds a 

B.A. degree in Broadcast 

Communications from the 

University of Memphis where 

he attended on a football 

scholarship.  Shortly thereaf-

ter, he played in the National 

Football League (NFL) for 

the St. Louis Rams and the 

Hamilton Tiger-Cats in the 

Canadian Football League 

(CFL).  Mr. Holliday is a 

member of Omega Psi Phi 

Fraternity, Incorporated. 

Mr. Corey Buchanan will 

serve as Director of Human 

Resources.   Mr. Buchanan 

joins the Rust College fam-

ily after having served as a 

Human Resource Practi-

tioner over the last 18 

years.   Most recently, Mr. 

Buchanan worked for such 

great organizations as 

BNSF Railway, Deloitte, 

and within the manufactur-

ing spaces.  He has had the 

honor of working alongside 

military attorneys and judg-

es while serving the U.S. 

Navy, retiring as a U.S. Na-

vy Officer.  Mr. Buchanan 

is a member of Kappa Al-

pha Psi Fraternity, Incorpo-

rated. 

Rust College Announces the Addition of Three New  
Leadership Team Members 



 

 

Mrs. Terri Jo Banks 

Director, Academic  

Advising and Retention 

Ms. Talisa Boswell 
Director, First Year  

Experience and Campus 
Enrichment 

Ms. Diamond Dewberry 
Assistant Student Activities 

Director & Volleyball 
Coach 

New Faces Around Campus Continued…. 

Ms. Kristen Wallace, Academic Advisor  

Ms. Shelley Jackson, Academic Advisor 

Mr. Danian Jerry, Academic Skill Specialist - Writing 

Ms. Sherry Harvin, Academic Skills Specialist - Reading 

Ms. Pearlie Jones, Administrative Assistant 



 

   Task Force Update 

 
The Rust College COVID-19 Task Force is charged with preparing for and 
managing any possible campus impacts related to the coronavirus outbreak.  
The task force is committed to the highest standard of safety and protection for 
our institution's students, staff, and faculty. The task force relies on collabora-
tive efforts from multiple departments across campus to ensure we recognize 
the latest standards of the Center for Disease Control and Prevention, the Mis-
sissippi State Health Office, and the policies developed by our task force. 
 

The task force’s central focus is on protecting the health and safety of students, 
faculty and staff; maintaining Rust College’s commitment to education and 
service; and preserving the institution’s academic, business and administrative 
operations. 

 
The Rust College COVID-19 Task Force: 
Dr. Dartell Treadwell, Assistant to the President for Strategic Initiatives 
Ms. Jannie Luellen, Director of Student Health 
Ms. Tanya Kelly Kirk, Associate Dean for Housing and Judicial Affairs 
Mr. Robert Curry, Director of Physical Plant 
Mr. Eric Scott, Chief of Security 
  
Rust College Rapid Testing 
 

The Rust College COVID-19 Task Force successfully provided COVID-19 Rapid Testing to over 170 stu-
dents, faculty, and staff to kick off the 2021 3rd module. We are pleased to report there were no positive test 
results. The Task Force is also administering Rapid Testing to our student-athletes before participating in their 
perspective sports, per NAIA guidelines. 
 
COVID-19 Vaccination Information 
 

The Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has issued recommendations for allocating the COVID-
19 vaccination. It is important to note that the CDC and the Mississippi state have identified higher educa-
tion faculty and staff as essential frontline workers. The CDC recommendations and the Mississippi State 
Department of Health have developed a phase and date plan for COVID-19 vaccinations. See charts below. 
 
Center for Disease Control and Prevention 
 
TABLE. Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices recommendations for allocation of COVID-19 
vaccines to persons aged ≥16 years — United States, December 2020 
 

 

Phases Groups Recommended to Receive COVID-19 Vaccine 

1a Healthcare Personnel 
Long-term Care Facility Residents 

1b *Frontline Essential Workers 
Persons Aged > 75 years 

1c Persons Aged 65-74 
Persons aged 16-64 years with high-risk medical conditions. 
Essential workers not recommended for vaccination in Phase 1b 

2 All persons aged > 16 years not previously recommended for vaccination 



 

(Task Force Update Continued….) 
 
 

*The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices has classified the following non–health care essential 
workers as frontline workers: first responders (e.g., firefighters and police officers), corrections officers, food 
and agricultural workers, U.S. Postal Service workers, manufacturing workers, grocery store workers, public 
transit workers, and those who work in the education sector (teachers and support staff members) as well as 
childcare workers. 
 
Mississippi Vaccination Phases 
Mississippi is following a phased approach to prioritizing COVID-19 vaccinations. Each phase balances the 
protection of those most at risk from COVID-19 to protect those who maintain essential community functions 
such as healthcare, education, law enforcement, food supply, and transportation.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vaccination scheduling information is available on the Mississippi State Department of Health website at 
www.msdh.ms.gov; click the Vaccination tab. The website provides information on: 
 

Who is eligible 
Free drive-through vaccinations 
Schedule of drive-through sites 
Your second vaccination dose 

 
The Mississippi State Department of Health is also exploring options regarding making vaccinations available 
on campuses of HBCUs. President Taylor and the Task Force will provide more information on vaccinations 
as it becomes available.  
 



 

 



 

 

“Women In Power”  Highlights... 



 

 
 

 
Greetings Bearcat Family: 
 
It is my hope that this semester, we will be able to regain some of the cul-
tural and sacred activities and events Rust College is best known for.  
Our focus this semester is on restructuring the Student Government Asso-
ciation of Rust College.   Our aim is to: 
 
To be more sustainable and rewarding; 
 
To have more parody and transparency with the Student Body; and 
 

Appreciating the history of our institution.  We are targeting around ten 
events this semester to challenge your mind and to have you lit. 
 

Below you will see a link to a landing page and PowerPoint designed to help you understand the changes we 
are trying to make and why.  
 

https://www.notion.so/johnsoneric/Student-Government-Association-OF-Rust-College-3c59ca37cc61434da45b65b8d886b417 

From the SGA President’s Desk…. 

From the Chief of Staff’s Desk…. 
 
 
In this climate of change and T.R.A.N.S.I.T.I.O.N., Chief of Staff Tiffani 
Perry welcomes all new hires to the Bearcat Family.  A special note that 
Mr. Corey Buchanan, the new Director of Human Resources, will oversee 
all activities related to new hires and personnel.  Please consult with Mr. 
Buchanan before beginning the search process. 
 
Effective January 1, 2021 all Rust College employees will be required to 
utilize their rustcollege.edu email addresses while conducting Rust Col-
lege business.  If you do not have a Rust College email, please contact the 
helpdesk to have one set up.  All email communications to faculty and 
staff will be sent to Rust College emails only and you will no longer re-
ceive emails to your personal email address.  Please see the contact  infor-
mation below. 
 
 

Help Desk Contact: 
Mr. Torres Bell 
(662) 252-8000, ext. 4357 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.notion.so%2Fjohnsoneric%2FStudent-Government-Association-OF-Rust-College-3c59ca37cc61434da45b65b8d886b417&data=04%7C01%7CMlesueur%40rustcollege.edu%7C1e23872af47146d4e64708d8c1553b48%7C3cde


 

Ida B. Wells-Barnett  
Social Justice/Civil Rights 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STUDENTS, during African American History Month win big $$$ by entering the Ida B. 
Wells–Barnett Social Justice/Civil Rights Essay Writing Contest. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Directions:  Write a two-page essay about how a particular person’s social justice/civil rights activities/
contributions have inspired you.  In the essay, provide background information about the person, infor-
mation about his or her specific social justice/civil rights activities/contributions, and specific information 

about how this person has directly inspired you. 

This Essay Contest is sponsored by - 
The Leontyne Price Library Ida B. Wells-Barnett Special Collection Committee 
in conjunction with the Ida B. Wells-Barnett Social Justice Distinguished Lecture  

First Place Winner - $300 

Second Place Winner - $200 

Third Place Winner - $100 

Submit the essay by: 

Friday, February 26, 2021 
To 

Dr. Hilda B. Williams - Doxey Fine Arts Communications Building, Room 115 
Or Mrs. Wanda Pegues, Rust College - Leontyne Price Library 



 

Career Corner 
From the Office of Career Pathways 
 

 Please note VIRTUAL events in Handshake include but are not limited to: 
 
 

ID Name Host Date 

644551 

Learn More about the 700+ STEM, Policy, and Technical Intern-
ship and Fellowship Opportunities at ORISE with a Spotlight on 
Programs at the U. S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and 
ORISE STEM Undergraduate Scholarships! 

Oak Ridge Institute for Sci-
ence and Education 02/17/21 

648677 HBCU Design Mentorship Program Intuit, Inc. 02/01/21 

655204 
Brooke Charter Schools Associate Teacher Virtual Information 
Session Brooke Charter Schools 02/22/21 

659079 Investing in You! How to Stand Out on Handshake Target 02/02/21 

659096 Investing in You! Building an Effective LinkedIn Profile Target 02/09/21 

659107 Investing in You! Ace Your Job Interview: STAR Interviewing Target 02/16/21 

659213 CHQA Summer Internship Program: Information Session 
Children's Hospital of Phila-

delphia 02/01/21 

666195 Future Builder Fridays - Building a Personal Brand Amazon 02/05/21 

666567 Meet USAA: Discovering State Management USAA 02/24/21 

666583 Meet USAA: Discovering Chief Financial Office USAA 02/25/21 

666591 Meet USAA: Discovering Life Insurance Company USAA 02/23/21 

666599 Meet USAA: Discovering MBA/Masters Bank USAA 02/24/21 

666920 Technical Interviewing Prep BNP Paribas 02/03/21 

667020 2021 HBCU Unite Conference - Liberty Mutual Liberty Mutual Insurance 02/25/21 

667889 Amazon Boston - SDE Spotlight Amazon 02/02/21 

667893 Amazon San Diego - SDE Spotlight Amazon 02/16/21 

To register for these events in Handshake: 
Step 1: Log in Handshake 
Step 2: Click on “Career Center” 
Step 3: Click on “Events” located in the upper left hand corner of the screen 
Step 4: Click on “Virtual” to view all virtual events 
Step 5: Once you find the event of your interest, select the event and register 

CAREER TIPS: 
 

Practice virtual interviewing. In the wake of COVID-19, many companies have changed recruiting strategies to 

reduce or eliminate in-person interactions. For jobseekers, this means virtual interviews—so be prepared to take 

your next interview digitally. Choose an at-home interview space and check your technology. Research the compa-

ny, practice commonly asked questions by webcam, and send a thank you email afterward. 

 

Students can schedule an appointment for a virtual mock interview in Handshake. Step 1: Log in Handshake; 
Step 2: Click on “Career Center”; Step 3: Click on “Appointments”; Step 4: Schedule a mock interview 



 

 
 



 

 



WRITING CENTER 

 

The Writing Center serves all Rust College students, staff, and faculty.   

Appointments can be made using the following links: 

https://rustcollege.mywconline.com/ 
 
(Make appointments for Online synchronous) 
rustcollegewritingcenter@gmail.com 
 
(Send/share Google.docs for synchronous and asynchronous assistance) 
 
Writing Across the Curriculum course on Blackboard  
(Reference information and handouts)  
 
Writing Center Walk-ins McCarty-Varnell Business, Computer Science, Social Science Center BCS 110  
 
(Walk-in consultations from 8:00 am (9:00am)-12:00 pm and 2:30 pm-5:00 pm (6:00 pm) Monday through 
Thursday and until 3:00 pm Friday. 8:00 am and 6:00 pm by special appointment. Peer Consultant is available 
Friday night and Saturday by appointment).  (662) 252-8000 x4068 

https://rustcollege.mywconline.com/
mailto:rustcollegewritingcenter@gmail.com


 



DATES TO REMEMBER: 

 
February 23-24, 2021 - Final Exams (3rd Module) 
February 25-26, 2021 - Module Break 
March 1, 2021 – Registration for 4th Module 
  
Eleanor C. Clayborn, Registrar 

From the Registrar’s Desk... 





  

The Rust College Speech and Debate Team has been invited to compete for the 4th time 

in the annual National HBCU Speech and Debate tournament 

hosted virtually, February 27-28, 2021. The National HBCU 

Speech and Debate League and organization were established in 

2017 to spread speech and debate education and competition to 

HBCUs all over the country. The skills learned in speech and de-

bate are valuable tools for students in the classroom and beyond 

the walls of their alma mater. For this reason, this newly formed 

organization will seek to promote forensics education in all 

HBCUs. Rust is proud to be a part of the experience. #GoBearcats  

 

For more information contact: 

Mrs. Sharron Goodman-Hill 

sgoodman-hill@rustcollege.edu 

(662) 252-8000, ext. 4552 





 



 

 

RUST COLLEGE BEARCAT ENTERS THE RECORD BOOKS 
 

Rust College men’s basketball program saw junior 
guard Jordan Jackson enter the record books on Thurs-
day afternoon, scoring his 1,000th career point in a 
Bearcats uniform against the Dillard Bleu Devils. 
 
Jackson, who is the younger brother of Women’s 
Head Basketball Coach Eric Jackson Jr., sat on 995 
points coming into the Talladega College bubble fina-
le and got exactly the amount he needed with five 
points even. 
 
The native of Jacksonville, Florida has appeared in 64 

games with 59 starts over his three-year tenure to this point while amassing 340 field goals (38.8%), 144 three-
pointers (33.6%) and 176 free throws (76.9%) in Holly Springs, Mississippi. 
 
Jackson is a senior, Mass Communications major. 
 
 

 
 

Rust College Maddie Riley’s Double-Double Lifts The Bearcats Past Crowley’s 
Ridge 

 
The Rust College women’s basketball program leaned on superb outings by 
Maddie Riley and India Green to blow out the Lady Pioneers, 86-51. 
 
The (RV) Lady Bearcats (7-1, 2-1 GCAC) held a nine-point lead heading 
into halftime and turned on the jets from there, outscoring Crowley’s Ridge 
47-21 in the second half. 
 
The 34-point victory is the third win this year by 30 or more as Coach Jack-
son’s girls are steamrolling the competition. 
 
The blue and gray made 35-plus field goals for the second time in 2020-21, 
reached 20-plus assists (25) for the fourth time in eight games, outrebound-
ed CRC by 24 (57-33) and held the Lady Pioneers to a paltry 19.0% (4-of-
21) shooting from downtown. 

 
Riley had the game of her life on Thursday evening, posting her first career double-double and the team’s third 
of the season with a game-best 17 rebounds plus ten points off the bench. 
 
She is the first Rust female to have ten or more rebounds while coming off the bench this season and her 17 
boards are the most by a Lady Bearcat so far this season.  Both her point and rebounding totals are new season
-highs while she tied her season-best with four field goals. 
 
Green thrived on the offensive side of the ball, pouring in a game and season-high 19 points to go along with 
new personal-bests for field goals (7) and triples (2). 
 
Faith Cattouse earned her first career start and made the most of it, pulling down a season-high five boards 
while tying her personal-high with three field goals. 



 

(Continued from page 24)... 

 
 
Lisa Crawford set a new career-best with three assists (her first three of 2020-21) and tied her season-best with 
seven boards. 
 
Shaniyah Meneweather set personal highs for points (8), assists (3) and field goals made (3) while Tekeria 
Newson did the same in rebounds (8), assists (3) and steals (2). 
 
Tianna Smith set a new personal benchmark for rebounds with four and Bionka Massie drained her first career 
three-pointer. 
 
Shay Johnson continued to be an excellent floor general for the Lady Cats, giving out a tied for game-high 
seven assists. 
 

 

Rust College Bearcats’ DeAvion Washington, Captures GCAC Men’s 
Basketball Player of the Week Title 

 
 

Bearcats’ guard DeAvion Washington brought Rust College its 
second Gulf Coast Athletic Conference (GCAC) Men’s Basketball 
Player of the Week of the season, guiding Coach Newton’s squad 
to an upset win over (RV) Central Baptist on the road last Friday. 
 
Washington had his first career double-double (25 points, 14 re-
bounds) in Conway, Arkansas against the Mustangs and became 
the first Bearcat since November 9, 2019 to make ten-plus field 
goals (11) in that contest. 
 
The Terre Haute, Indiana native logged season-bests and game-
highs in points, rebounds, assists (4) and blocks (3) at CBC plus a 
team-best two steals. 
 
He shot 55.9% (19-for-34) from the floor in the two games and 
made his first two three-pointers of the season at CBC while also 
posting a team-high 20 points and two steals against Stillman. 
 
Over 68 minutes of action in two matchups last week he averaged 
a double-double of 22.5 points and 10.0 boards to go along with 
3.5 assists, 1.5 blocks and a steal a night. 
 

The six-foot-three junior converted on 19-of-34 (.559) field goal attempts plus his first two three-
pointers of his tenure in the blue and gray. 
 
Others nominated: Justin Thompson (Edward Waters), Makye Richard (Xavier), Darryl Baker 
(Talladega) 



Rust College Baseball Bearcats Open Season  
With Doubleheader Sweep of Southeastern Baptist 

 
 

The Rust College baseball program has started the season 
2-0 for the first time in seven years as the Bearcats han-
dled the Southeastern Baptist Chargers by scores of 13-3 
and 8-4 at Bearcat Field on Tuesday afternoon. 
 
Rust College President Ivy Taylor was on hand to throw 
out the ceremonial first pitch and Head Coach Stanley 
Stubbs remained undefeated in three season openers at the 
helm in Holly Springs. 
 
Rust (2-0, 0-0 A.I.I.) saw seven different Bearcats log 
multiple hit outings in the doubleheader with Darrien 
Chapman and Dreylin Holmes leading the way with four 
each. 
 
Chapman went 4-for-6 with four runs scored, a double, a 

walk and an RBI. 
 
Holmes mirrored Chapman by going 4-for-6 with a double as well while one-upping him with two walks and 
two RBI. 
 
Micah Sanders and Tremaine Callaway both connected on triples during the doubleheader, combining for five 
hits, five RBI and five runs scored between them. 
 
Saul Gonzalez was an RBI machine in game two, accounting for half of 
the team’s runs as he drove in four and tacking on a double for good 
measure. 
 
RC took advantage of its speed on the basepaths on Tuesday, swiping 
an eye-popping ten bases in game two and totaled 15 steals in the two 
contests. 
 
On the bump for the blue and gray, Cullen Odom (1-0) twirled a five-
inning complete game in the second contest, picking up the win and not 
allowing a single earned run to be scored. 
 
The first game saw Dreylin Holmes get the starting nod and Adrian 
Mendoza coming on in relief to combine for six innings of three-run 
baseball with Mendoza (1-0) earning the victory. 
 
Southeastern Baptist (0-2) put up a respectable showing as this was the first two regular season games in pro-
gram history. 
 
Kaleb Gilner was the first baserunner in SBC baseball history when he walked to lead off the day, Deontay 
Robinson registered the first hit with a double in the top of the first and John Sullivan knocked in the first RBI 
on a two-out double of his own in the opening frame. 
 

Noah Hillman was the opening day starting pitcher for the Chargers and tallied 5.2 innings of work. 
 
Coach Stubbs and the Baseball Bearcats will take its first road trip of the new season to Talladega, Alabama 
on February 9 where it will face off with the Tornadoes for a doubleheader starting at noon. 



 

What’s Next in Student Activities…... 



2021-2022 FAFSA RENEWAL 

Scan our QR Code to go directly to the FAFSA site, and don’t 

forget to add  

Rust College School Code: 002433 

Need Help?  
 

CONTACT 
 Rust College Financial Aid Office 

  
662-252-8000  

Ext: 4062 

FAFSA Renewal Is Quick & Easy 
The good news about your FAFSA renewal is that filling the form won’t be as time-consuming as the first time. When you com-
plete the application the first time, the details get saved in the system. When you log in to renew the application the next year, key 
details get auto-populated. That means you won’t need to fill in every single detail all over again. You only have to go through the 
details and correct information that may have changed. For example, if you got married or joined the military in the past year, 
you’ll need to update those details. If you moved, you’ll need to update your address. FAFSA renewal is relatively quick and easy, 
taking less than an hour to complete. 
 

Your income and tax do not get auto populated as that is expected to change from one year to the next. But don’t worry, you won’t 
need to fill in these details manually either. There is an IRS retrieval tool within the FAFSA. You can download your income and 
tax information directly onto the form using this tool. 
 

FAFSA Renewal Process Step-By-Step 
Step-by-step FAFSA Renewal: 
 
Step 1: Log in with your FSA ID. 
The system will recognize that you submitted the FAFSA the previous year. The renewal form will be pre-populated with your 
name, birth date, and other identifying details. If you’re a dependent student, your parent will have to use their FSA ID to sign in. 
 

Step 2: Review and Update the Pre-filled Information. 
Although the form gets prefilled, you must go through it all carefully and ensure that all information is accurate. Rushing through 
the details is a mistake. Some personal and financial details may have changed. You may have a new mailing address. Your status 
may have changed to independent if you’re now older than 24 or because you got married the previous year. Not updating the rele-
vant information could cause you to lose thousands of dollars in financial aid. 
 

Step 3: Update Income and Financial Info. 
Financial information does not get pre-filled on the renewal form. You will have to manually enter details about your savings and 
checking account balances, and assets. Use the IRS Data Retrieval Tool to add information about your tax returns directly onto the 
FAFSA application. You can also enter these details manually if you prefer. 
 

Step 5: Have Your Parents Enter Their Info (If Dependent). 
Just as you did, your parent will also have to review and update their personal and financial details. This includes any changes to 
their marital status and household size. They can also use the IRS Data Retrieval Tool to automatically import their tax infor-
mation. This step does not apply if you’re filing as an independent student. 
 

Step 6: Sign and Submit Your FAFSA Renewal. 
If you’re filing as a dependent student, your parents will have to sign the form too. 
You should receive an email within five days to a week, notifying you that your FAFSA renewal has been processed. 
 
Good luck! 
 
If you have any questions/comments please contact the Office of Financial Aid at 662-252-8000 extension 4062. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to complete your FAFSA for the upcoming school year! 



 



 

 
 
 

REGISTER NOW…. 

 
 

Join President Ivy R. Taylor and other higher education leaders as they participate in a panel discussion on “Leading Through Uncertain Times”, 
hosted by Women in Higher Education Mississippi Network (WHEMN). A series of webinars will be presented throughout the month of February 
to continue their 2020 theme of One Woman, Many Hats. 
 
This webinar will be the first of a series and the focus will be how you have managed their institutions during these uncertain times. 
 
The webinar will be through the Zoom platform and is scheduled for TODAY, February 4, 2021, from 12:15pm-1:15pm.  



 

 
 
 January 

 
2 
Arlandra Harvey 
 
11 
Richard Frederick 
 
15 
Sandra Dawkins 
 
16 
Tracy Hampton 
 
17 
Aminta Spight 
 
24 
Maxine Richmond 
 
 

January & February Birthdays 

Help us welcome 

Ms. Angelica  

Owens to the 

Public Relations 

Team 

February 
 
2 
Clencie Cotton 
 
5 
Rhonda Kuykindoll 
 
8 
Brenda McKinney 
Willie Ann Shelton-Jones 
 
11 
Jerald White 
 
13 
Gloria Crawford 
 
21 
Frank Yeh 
 
22 
Angelica Owens 
 
23 
Angela Williams 



Merry Christmas and Warm Wishes 

for a wonderful Holiday Season 

and a very Happy New Year 

President Ivy R. Taylor 

Dr. Ivy R. Taylor 
President 

 
Mrs. Tiffani Perry 

Chief-of-Staff 
 

Ms. Mary LeSueur 
Director of Public Relations 

 
Ms. Angelica Owens 
Marketing Assistant 

 
Mr. Gino Peterson, Web Developer 

Mr. Torres Bell, IT 
Photographers 

 
 
 

150 Rust Avenue 
Holly Springs, MS  38635 
Telephone:  662-252-8000 

Website:  www.rustcollege.edu 
Facebook:  @rcbearcats1866 

Instagram:  @rustcollege.bearcats1866 
Twitter:  @theerustcollege 

Youtube:  RustCollegeBearcats 
TV (local):  RCTV2 

Radio:  WURC 88.1 FM 

Happy Black History Month 

Please note that following this issue, the NewsBrief will be published monthly.  All content will be due by the fifteenth(15th) of each month. 


