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It has now been over a year since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, which has claimed millions of lives 

and changed the ways in which each of us relates to and navigates the world.  It has required us to be nim-

ble during these unprecedented times as we navigate uncharted territories.  Some of the ways we have had 

to adjust include: 

 

• moving all classes online in March of 2020;  

• abruptly shutting down campus cafeteria operations, having to provide alternate meal options for stu-

dents in the Fall of 2020; and  

• ending the Fall 2020 semester early to reduce the spread of COVID-19 after increased travel by stu-

dents, faculty, and staff during the holiday season.  

 

COVID-19 will continue to impact all of us as we move forward with our daily lives, but we will not let it 

defeat us.  Our goal is to ensure we put measures in place that will help reduce the risk and the spread of 

COVID-19 on campus and in the community. 

  

As of July 25, 2021 the state of Mississippi has 336,788 total COVID-19 cases and 3,608 are newly diag-

nosed cases.  The state of Mississippi is currently ranked 50th having the lowest percentage of the popula-

tion having been fully vaccinated.  We highly encourage returning students, faculty, and staff to get vac-

cinated prior to your return to campus.  If you are unable to do so, vaccinations will be available at desig-

nated times upon your return to campus. 

  

The campus will resume in-person operations, beginning with the Fall 2021 semester. The protocols laid 

out in this document will guide the reactivation and operations as students, faculty, and staff “Return 

Stronger” to the Citadel on the Hill. These protocols have been developed by the Campus Reactivation 

Team to ensure the health and safety of the entire Bearcat family and the surrounding community. 

  

This plan is subject to change based on guidance and recommendations from the Mississippi State Depart-

ment of Health and the Center for Disease Control (CDC).  It is designed to reflect best practices and rec-

ommendations for higher education institutions from trusted health advisors.  Please check back regularly 

for updates and we ask for your continued patience as we navigate through this pandemic. 
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“Where Tomorrow’s Leaders Are Students Today” 

Dr. Ivy R. Taylor 
President 



 

 

 

 

RETURN TO CAMPUS 
 

When will Rust College resume on-campus learning? 
Rust College will resume on campus operations for the Fall 2021 semester. 

• Freshmen check-in: August 13th – 15th between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. CST. 

• Upperclassmen check-in: August 19th between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.  CST. 

• First day of classes is August 23, 2021. 

 

If  I am a new student, how do I register for Welcome Week? 
Welcome Week for all new students begins Sunday, August 15, 2021.  Registration is from 8:30 a.m. to 

10:00 a.m. Please register by following the below link: 

• Welcome Week Registration Form - Google Forms 

 

How will students and visitors enter and exit campus? 
Campus entry and exit will be limited to the main entrance gate at 150 Rust Avenue.  This will be the only 

gate used to enter and exit campus until further notice. 

 

Will Rust College offer student activities such as sporting events, social gather-

ings, and campus enrichment opportunities? 
Yes, all campus activities will resume during the 2021-22 academic school year.  We ask that students, fac-

ulty and staff continue to observe Rust College COVID-19 protocols and follow CDC social distancing rec-

ommendations. 

 

CAMPUS HOUSING 
 

How do I apply for housing for the Fall 2021 Semester? 
You can apply for housing online by following the below link. All students staying on campus are required 

to complete this form prior to being issued room assignments and keys. 

www.rustcollege.edu/student-housing-form/ 

 

Is there a housing deposit required to officially reserve a room in the residence 

hall? 
Yes, the housing deposit is $50.00 and can be paid online by following the below link or you may contact 

the Cashier’s Office at 662.252.8000 ext. 4024. 

• www.rustcollege.edu/online-payment/ 

 

Frequently asked questions (FAQs) 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1vsJtbBQPno9zIWkk0RYx7y6raEbJTTJY-XER7fUZgvw/edit
http://www.rustcollege.edu/student-housing-form/
http://www.rustcollege.edu/online-payment/


 

How will I learn who my roommate will be during the 2021-22 academic school 

year? 
Students who have been fully admitted to Rust College will be assigned a roommate the first week in Au-

gust 2021.  Students who have a valid email address on file will be sent an email notification.  If you have 

a roommate preference, please contact Tanya Kelly-Kirk at tkelly-kirk@rustcollege.edu. 

 

When will I learn my dorm assignment for the 2021-22 academic school year? 
Students who have been fully admitted to Rust College will be assigned dormitories the first week in Au-

gust 2021.  Students who have a valid email address on file will be sent an email notification with their 

dorm assignments.  If you do not receive this information via email, please contact Tanya Kelly-Kirk at 

tkelly-kirk@rustcollege.edu.  

 

What items can I bring with me to the dormitory? 
Rooms are cable and internet accessible.  If your TV is not an HD/Smart TV, you can purchase a digital-

analog converter box from a local retail store.  Suggested items to bring to the residence hall include: 
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• Towels 
• Storage Containers 
• Laundry Detergent 
• Curtains 
• Sewing Kit 
• Microwave 
• Toiletries/Haircare products 
• Desk/Study Supplies 
• Rug 
• Iron 
• First Aid Kit 
• Clothes Hamper 
• Shower Caddy 
• Linens (twin/TwinXL) 
• Lock for Closet door 

• Book bag/Tote 
• Bedspread/Comforters 
• Laundry Bag 
• TV-HD/Smart 
• Surge Protectors 
• Hangers 
• Reading Lamps 
• Clothes Drying Rack 
• Blankets 
• Rain Gear/Umbrella 
• Microwave/Fridge Combo 

• COVID PPE: PPE (ex. Face masks, 

face shields, gloves) 

• EPA Approved disinfectants (ex. Lysol, 

Clorox brand products) 

What items are prohibited from bringing into the dormitory? 
Electric skillets, hot plates, Fry Daddy, candles, incense, alcoholic beverages, empty alcoholic beverage 

containers for decoration. 

 

Will visitors be allowed in the dormitories during the 2021-22 academic school 

year? 
At this time the CDC has recommended limited contact with individuals from different households.  As a 

result, non-students will not be allowed in residence halls until further notice. 

 

COVID-19   GUIDELINES 
 

Will masks be required on campus? 
Based on recommendations from the CDC, continued masking and social distancing will be required on 

campus . 

mailto:tkelly-kirk@rustcollege.edu
mailto:tkelly-kirk@rustcollege.edu
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Will vaccinations be required for students, faculty and staff  when they return to 
campus? 

In accordance with CDC guidelines, we strongly encourage all students, faculty and staff to be 
vaccinated before the Fall 2021 semester. 
• Vaccinations will be offered on campus Monday, August 16, 2021. 
 
 

Will daily health screenings be required to mitigate the outbreak of  COVID-19? 
Yes.  Students, faculty and staff will be asked to check-in/self screen daily using the DrOwl APP.  To 
check-in/self screen from the DrOwl app: 
• Open up the DrOwl app. 
• Tap “check-in” on the homepage. 
• Pick the check-in location, or search for the location name. 
• Fill out the screening questions. 
 
To sign-up for a DrOwl account, go to the iOS or Google Play stores and download DrOwl.  Look for the 

DrOwl icon below.  If you do not want to download the APP, follow the unique URL https://

checkin.drowl.com/checkin.jsp?facilityid=60fce7531ca07c453b5140bd&facilityname=Rust%20College and check-
in/self screen using this link each day instead.  You will need to fill out your contact infor-
mation each time using this method. 

 
 

Will students, faculty and staff  be tested for COVID-19 on a regular basis? 
Students, faculty and staff will be required to undergo weekly COVID testing. The test will be adminis-
tered on campus at the Rust College Student Health Clinic. If your class schedule does not coincide with 
test dates, contact Nurse Jannie Luellen at 662-252-8000 ext. 4900 or by cellphone at 662-216-0988 or 
jluellen@rustcollege.edu. Testing will be scheduled based on student’s residential hall assignments.  The 
schedule will be as follows: 
 
• Wiff Hall - Mondays 
• Gross Hall - Tuesdays 
• E. L. Rust Hall - Wednesdays 
• Davage-Smith Hall - Thursdays 
• Emma Elzy Hall - Fridays 
 
If students, faculty, and staff do not wish to be tested on campus, they must get tested by a physician or 
their local health department weekly to be on campus.  Documentation of  a negative test weekly must be 
provided to Nurse Jannie Luellen in the Rust College Student Health Clinic. 
 

Note: Rust College does not mandate the COVID-19 vaccine for anyone. The institution does 

strongly recommend individuals consult a healthcare provider for guidance on the Vaccination. 

If an individual receives both rounds of the COVID vaccination, they are exempt from weekly 

testing. If a faculty or staff member tests positive for COVID-19, please refer to the Rust Col-

lege COVID-19 policy and guidelines for appropriate guidance on quarantine and contact Tan-

ya Kelly-Kirk to begin the contact tracing process. 

 

 

https://checkin.drowl.com/checkin.jsp?facilityid=60fce7531ca07c453b5140bd&facilityname=Rust%20College
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If  you are vaccinated, how do you show proof  of  vaccination? 
• Vaccinated students will be required to show proof of vaccination during check-in prior to moving in-

to the dormitories. 

• All unvaccinated students will be required to take a COVID-19 test during check-in or show a nega-

tive test result within three days of arrival. 

• Faculty and staff will be required to show proof of vaccination in the Student Health Department up-

on their return to campus. 

 

If  a student, faculty or staff  member tests positive for COVID-19, how will the 

institution respond? 
Faculty and Staff: In the event of a positive test result, faculty and staff will be asked to remain in quar-

antine off campus for a minimum of ten days. 

 

Students: Students with a positive test result will have the option of going home or quarantining here on 

campus in the designated quarantine facility for a minimum of ten days. 

 

What other protective equipment/processes will be provided on campus to help 

students, faculty and staff  protect against COVID-19? 
• EPA approved hand sanitizer stations will be strategically placed throughout campus as a second line 

of defense when hand washing for 20 seconds with soap and water is not available. 

• To mitigate the risk of COVID-19 indoors, Modular Needlepoint Bipolar Air Purification Systems 

were installed in the following areas on campus: 

 

 i. McMillan Gymnasium 

 ii. Cafeteria and Dining Services 

 iii. Brown Mass Communications Building 

 iv. Hamilton Science Building 

 v. McCarty Varnell Building  

 vi. Emma Elzy Hall 

 vii. Doxey Fine Arts Building 

 viii. Leontyne Price Library 

 

 NOTE: Physical plant is currently working to install air purification systems in the remaining 

 academic buildings and dormitories. 

 

• High touch surfaces (doorknobs, desk surfaces, light switches, keyboards, computer mice) will be 

cleaned with an appropriate disinfectant daily.  Cleaning wipes will be provided inside of classrooms 

so that faculty, students, and staff can perform additional cleanings as desired.  
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ACADEMICS 
 

Will Rust College offer online classes during the 2021-22 academic school year? 
Yes, Rust College will offer online courses during the 2021-22 academic school year. Online courses will  

only be offered in the eight-week modular format.  No online courses are offered in the sixteen-week se-

mester format.  The following classes will be offered online for Module 1 and Module 2 of the Fall 2021 

semester: 
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Division of Humanities 

JOU-335-1 Newspaper Graphic and Design 

MAC-236-1 Public Relations & Message Design 

MAC-334-1 Advertising 

MAC-337-1 Broadcast Announcing 

MAC-430-1 Television Documentary 

MAC-431-1 Advanced Radio Production 

MAC-433-1 Advanced Television Production 

MAC-460-1 Internship 

SPC-130-2 Fundamentals of  Speech 

DRM-330-1 Techniques of Acting 

DRM-112-1 Theatre Workshop II 

 

Division of Science and Mathematics 

BIO-130-3 Biological Sciences w/Lab 

BIO-315-1 Molecular Biology Lab 

BIO-335-1 Molecular Biology 

BIO-418-1 Honors Biological Seminar 

CMS-333-1 C++ Programming Language 

CMS-431-1 Data Structure/Algorithm 

CMS-433-1 Computer Networking 

MAT-234-1 Intro To Probability & Statistics 

MAT-335-1 Abstract Algebra II 

MAT-434-1 Advanced Calculus II 

BIO-330-1 Nutrition 

BIO-310-1 Nutrition Lab 

CHE-334-1 Instrumental Analysis 

CHE-314-1 Instrumental Analysis Lab 

PSC-133-3 Physical Science 

CMS-130-3 Introduction to Computer 

Module 2 - 2021 Module 1, 2021 

Education Division 

PSY-230-3 General Psychology 

 

Humanities Division 

DRM-111-1 Theatre Workshop 

DRM-235-1 Introduction to Theatre 

JOU-230-1 Intro to Journalism 

JOU-232-1 Newswriting and Reporting 

MAC-230-1 Intro to Mass Media 

MAC-231-1 Intro to Radio 

MAC 233-1 Intro to Television Production 

MAC-330-1 Mass Media Law 

MAC-460-1 Internship 

 

Science and Mathematics Division 

BIO-130-1 Human Biology 

BIO-130-2 Human Biology w/Lab 

CMS-130-2 Introduction to Computers 

CMS-334-1 Visual Basic 

CMS-337-1 Intro to Computers with C and C++ 

CMS-430-1 Computer Organization 

CMS-432-1 Operating Systems 

MAT-334-1 Abstract Algebra 

MAT-433-1 Advanced Calculus 

PSC-133-1 Physical Science w/Lab 

PSC-133-2 Physical Science (Honors) 

BIO-336-1 Microbiology 

BIO-316-1 Microbiology w/Lab 

BIO-431-1 Genetics 

BIO-411-1 Genetics w/Lab 

CHE-331-1 Organic Chemistry 

CMS-130-1 Intro to Computers 

CMS-335-1 Programming Language Design 
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I am a student who was enrolled in a class scheduled for the Fall 2021 semester, 

and no longer see that class on my current schedule.  What should I do? 
All students are encouraged to consult with their advisors before registering for classes to ensure that 

they are not enrolling in courses out-of-sequence. During the summer of 2021, the institution began to 

upgrade campus technology for an improved student academic experience.  As a result,  we realize that 

some students previously registered for Fall classes but were unknowingly dropped from these courses 

without a forewarning. We apologize for the inconvenience, but it is our priority to ensure students are 

registered for classes that are in sequence with their curriculum map for on time graduation and to con-

tinue upgrading our campus technology.  Please consult with your advisor to verify that you are re-

enrolled in your courses. 

 

How will social distancing be addressed for in-person classes? 
Based on CDC guidelines, the institution will observe social distancing of 3 feet apart in classrooms. 

 

If  the state of  Mississippi mandates a shutdown again, how will the institution 

respond? 
Students will have the option of quarantining at home or remaining on campus and following the institu-

tion's on-campus quarantine guidelines.  Classes will shift to remote learning until the quarantine ends.  

After the quarantine ends, the institution will resume in-person learning. 

 

Campus Communications 
 

How will students, faculty and staff  receive updates about things happening on 

campus? 
Ongoing communications will come from the College’s leadership and COVID-19 task force.  Communica-

tions will be multi-platform to ensure timely, accurate and comprehensive means of information distribu-

tion.  These platforms include: 

• Rust College email 

• Bearcat Updates – (Text: @HEYBEARCAT to 81010 to sign up) 

• Blackboard 

• Social Media (Facebook: @rcbearcats1866, Instagram:  @rustcollege.bearcats1866, Twitter:  
@TheeRustCollege) 

 

Information Technology 
 

How can students, faculty, and staff  obtain a Rust College email? 
To receive campus communications, all students, faculty, and staff must obtain a Rust College email ad-
dress.  All new students will be assigned a Rust College email address and Blackboard login credentials 
during check-in.  If you are a returning student, your information will remain the same as previous years.    
 
Note:  If you misplace your login credentials please contact helpdesk@rustcollege.edu or black-
board@rustcollege.edu. 
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NEW STUDENTS’ WELCOME WEEK SCHEDULE 
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First Semester 2021 
Faculty Report to Work ..................................................... August 9 
Faculty Seminar ........................................................... August 9-10 
Pre-Planning Conference (Faculty/Staff) ........................ August 11 
New Faculty Orientation………………………….….August 12 
Residence Halls Open for New Students ................. August  13-15 
Parents’ Day ................................................................... August 14 
Freshman Welcome Week ...................................... August 15-21 
Residence Halls open for Returning Students ................ August 19 
Upperclass Registration ............................................. August 18-19 
Late Registration w/Fines for Returning Students .......... August 20 
 
1st Semester .................................. August 23-December 9 

Classes Begin ................................................................. August 23 
Add/Drop Week ........................................………….August 23-27 
Opening Convocation ................................................ August 30 
Labor Day.................................................................... September 6 
Midterm exams ................................................... October 11-13 
Last day to withdraw from class ..................................... October 18 
Fall Break ........................................................... October 14-15 
Last day to Remove “I” Grade of  
 previous semester ................................................. November 9 
Founders’ Week  .................................................. November 7-14 
Board of Trustees Meeting ................................ November 11-12 
Academic Counseling and Second Semester  
Registration ........................................... November 15-December 2 
Last day to apply for Spring Graduation .................. November 15 
Thanksgiving Break (after last class) ......................... November 24 
Residence Halls closing (5:00 p.m.) .......................... November 24 
Residence Halls reopen at 12:00 noon ...................... November 28 
Classes resume after Thanksgiving ........................... November 29 
Christmas Dinner (all campus) ..................................... December 1 
Study Day.............................................................. December 2 
Final Exams  ............................................................. December 3-9 
Christmas Vacation begins for students 
 after finals ............................................................. December 9 
Residence Halls close at 12:00 noon......................... December 10 
Grades Due (3:00 p.m.) ............................................. December 13 
 
TERM 1 ................................................. August 23-October 15 
Classes begin ........................................................... August 23 
Add/drop ............................................................. August 23-27 
Midterm exams .............................................. September 16-17 
Last day to withdraw from class ............................ September 17 
Final exams ........................................................ October 11-13 
Grades due (4:00) ................................................... October 20 
Fall Break ........................................................... October 14-15 
 
TERM II .............................................. October 18-December 9 
Classes begin ......................................................... October 18 
Add/drop ............................................................ October 18-22 
Midterm exams .................................................... November 12 
Last day to withdraw from class ............................. November 15 
Final exams ........................................................ December 6-9 
Grades due .......................................................... December 13 
 
Second Semester 2022                                        

Faculty Report to Work .................................................... January 3 
Late Registration .................................................... January 5-7 
Residence Halls reopen at 12:00 noon (New Students) .. January 6 
Second Semester ..................................January 10- April 30 

Classes Begin ................................................................ January 10 
Late Registration w/fines for Returning Students .......... January 12 
 

Last day to add classes ................................................. January 14 
Mid-Year Opening Convocation ..................................... January 14 
Martin Luther King Holiday ............................................ January 17 
Religious Emphasis .............................. February 29- March 4 
Midterm exams ......................................................... March 3-4 
Spring Break ...........................................................March 7-11 
Last day to withdraw from class ................................... March 14 
Last Day to Remove “I” Grade of 
 Previous Semester................................................... March 18 
Academic Counseling and Fall Registration ...... March 21 -April 10 
Easter Holiday...................................................................... April 15 
Athletics Awards Day (7:00 p.m.) ........................................ April 18 
Academic Honors & Awards Day  ......................................... April19 
          Alpha Kappa Mu Induction Ceremony) 
Honors and Awards Assembly ............................................. April 16  
President’s Recognition Dinner ........................................... April 20 
Final Exams  .................................................................. April 27-30 
Residence halls close at 6:00 p.m. (except seniors) .......... April 30 
Board of Trustees Meeting ................................................. May 5-6 
Grades due (seniors) ...................................................... May 2 
Senior Service of Blessing & Consecration (6:00 pm) ........... May 6 
Alumni Day ............................................................................. May 7 
Commencement..................................................................... May 7 
Grades are Due (3:00 p.m.) ........................................... May 10 
 
TERM III .................................................. January 10-March 4 
Classes begin .......................................................... January 10 
Add/drop ............................................................ January 10-14 
Midterm exams ..................................................... February 1-2 
Last day to withdraw from class ................................. February 3 
Final exams ............................................................. March 2-4 
Grades due (4:00) ........................................................ March 8 
 
TERM IV ...................................................... March 14-April 29 
Classes begin ............................................................ March 14 
Add/drop ............................................................... March 14-18 
Midterm ...................................................................... April 4-5 
Last day to withdraw from class ........................................ April 6 
Final exams ............................................................ April 27-30 
Grades due .................................................................. May 10 

 
Summer Schedule 2022 

 
Summer Session I ................................................May 9-July 1 
Classes begin ................................................................. May 9 
Add/drop ................................................................... May 9-11 
Midterm ..................................................................... June 2-3 
Last day to Withdraw from class ...................................... June 6 
Final exams ...................................................... June 29- July 1 
Grades due .................................................................... July 7 
 
Summer Session II 
Summer Session II..................................... June 20-August 12 

Classes begin ..................................................................... June 20 
Add/drop ................................................................. June 20-22 
Midterm ................................................................... July 14-15 
Last day to Withdraw classes .............................................. July 18 
Final Exams ............................................................... August 11-12 
Grades Due (3:00 p.m.) ................................................... August 17 

 

Academic Calendar 2021-2022 



Merry Christmas and Warm Wishes 

for a wonderful Holiday Season 

and a very Happy New Year 

President Ivy R. Taylor 

Dr. Ivy R. Taylor 
President 

 
Mrs. Tiffani Perry 

Chief-of-Staff 
 

Vice-President for Academic Affairs 
Dr. Rolundus R. Rice 

 
Vice-President for Student Engagement 

Dr. Dartell Treadwell 
 

Vice-President for Fiscal Affairs 
Dr. Daarel Burnette 

 
Vice-President for Enrollment Management 

Dr. Jason Johnson 
 
 

150 Rust Avenue 
Holly Springs, MS  38635 
Telephone:  662-252-8000 

Website:  www.rustcollege.edu 
Facebook:  @rcbearcats1866 

Instagram:  @rustcollege.bearcats1866 
Twitter:  @TheeRustCollege 

YouTube:  Rust College 
TV (local):  RCTV2 

Radio:  WURC 88.1 FM 
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