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RUST COLLEGE WOMEN BASKETBALL WINS FIRST-EVER
GCAC TOURNAMENT CHAMPIONSHIP
HOLLY SPRINGS, MS – The Rust College women’s basketball program are GCAC
Tournament Champions for the first time in school history, earning the conference’s automatic
berth to the NAIA Tournament with a 70-49 beatdown of Philander Smith on their own court.
GCAC Defensive Player of the Year and All-Tournament Team selection Jasmine Coleman plus
All-GCAC First Teamer Katie Blackmon co-led the team in scoring with 14 while Blackmon
produced a double-double with a game-best 15 rebounds while shooting 6-of-11 (54.5%) from
the floor. Coleman fell only one board shy of a double-double as well, grabbing nine to go along
with a game-high three steals, three assists and four three-pointers.
Tournament MVP and All-GCAC First Teamer Shay Johnson went for a game-best seven
assists, six points, four rebounds and two steals in a standard stat line for the three-time AllGCAC performer.
Jade Lewis, who’s double-double helped lift the Lady Bearcats past Edward Waters in the
semifinals, contributed nine points and four rebounds while nailing her only attempt from long
range.

Rust College will have to wait until March 5 to find out its location and opponent for the opening
round of the national tournament.
About Rust College
Rust College is a historically black, co-educational, senior liberal arts college founded in 1866 by
the Freedmen’s Aid Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church to offer degree programs in
business, education, humanities, science and mathematics, and social science. It is the mission
of Rust College to equip and inspire students for excellence and service in their communities and
throughout the world.
Located in Holly Springs, MS, Rust College is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges
and Schools Commission on Colleges to award the associate and baccalaureate degrees.
For more information about Rust College, call (662) 252-8000, ext. 4915 or visit
www.rustcollege.edu.
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